CLAIMS 

^/ A method for establishing a trading relationship between /trading 
partp6rs involved in electronic commerce, the method comprising: 

retrieving configuration details associated with a potential ^fading partner 
from a remote site; and 

automatically configuring a trading relationship withyflie potential trading 
partner using the configuration details. 

2. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the retrieving comprises 
addressing a URL (universal resource locator) teyaccess the configuration details. 

3. A method as recited in ^laim 1, wherein the automatically 
configuring comprises: 

creating a trading partner recorfl; and 

automatically populating tl^e trading partner record with the configuration 

details. 



In an electronic commerce trading system involving exchanges of 
commerce information cJver a network, a method comprising: 

collecting configuration details associated with a trading partner 
participating in the/commerce trading system; and 

publishing the configuration details to a Web site. 
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5. A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the collecting comprises 
presenting a graphical user interface to enable a user to enter the configuration 
details. / 

6. A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the publishing comprises 
posting the configuration details to a URL (universal resource locator) at the Web 
site. / 

7. A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the Web site is associated 
with the trading partner. / 



8. / A method for establishing^ a trading relationship between trading 



partners involved in electronic commerce, the method comprising: 

creating a trading partner repord for a potential trading partner; 
retrieving configuration details associated with the potential trading partner 
from a remote site; and / 

populating the trading partner record with the configuration details 
retrieved from the remote site. 

9. A method as recited in claim 8, wherein the retrieving comprises 
addressing a URL (universal resource locator) to access the configuration details 
posted to a Wet site. 
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A method for establishing a trading relationship between first an$ 
secona trading partners involved in electronic commerce, the method comprising: 
collecting configuration details associated with the first trading partner; 

publishing the configuration details to a Web site; / 

/ 

creating, at the second trading partner, a trading partner record for the first 
trading partner; / 

retrieving the configuration details associated with the first trading partner 
from the Web site; and / 

populating the trading partner record wim the configuration details 
associated with the first trading partner. / 

11. A method as recited in claina 10, wherein the collecting comprises 
presenting a graphical user interface to/enable a user to enter the configuration 
details. / 

12. A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the publishing comprises 
publishing the configuration details in XML format. 

13. A methodyas recited in claim 10, wherein the publishing comprises 
posting the configuration details to a URL (universal resource locator) at the Web 
site. / 

14. A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the retrieving comprises 
addressing the URL to access the configuration details posted to the Web site. 



Lee & Hayes, PLLC 



14 



MSft 9 J 299 0323991236 MS1-305US,PA T.APP.DOC 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



15/ A system comprising: 

*a first computer system at a first trading partner; / 

a second computer system at a second trading partner; / 

a Web site; / 

the first computer system collecting configuration details associated with 

the first trading partner and publish the configuration details to the Web site; and 
the second computer system retrieving th^configuration details from the 

Web site and automatically configure for a /(lading relationship with the first 

trading partner using the configuration details. 

16. A system as recited in/laim 15, wherein the first computer system 
hosts the Web site. / 

17. A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the first computer system 
presents a graphical user/interface to enable a user to enter the configuration 
details. / 

18. A sWtem as recited in claim 15, wherein the first computer system 
posts the configuration details in XML format. 

19. / A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the first computer system 
posts the /configuration details to a URL (universal resource locator) at the Web 
site. 
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20. A system as recited in claim 19, wherein the second computer/ 
system addresses the URL to access the configuration details. / 

21. A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the second computer 
system creates a trading partner record and automatically populates the trading 
partner record with the configuration details. / 



a first component at a first trading partner, the first component collecting 
configuration details associated with the first trading partner and publishing the 
configuration details to a Web site; and / 

a second component at a second trafaing partner, the second component 
retrieving the configuration details from the Web site and automatically 
configuring a trading relationship with the second trading partner using the 
configuration details. / 

23. A electronic commerce system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
first program code presentsA graphical user interface to enable a user to enter the 
configuration details. / 

24. A electronic commerce system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
first program code posts the configuration details to a URL (universal resource 
locator) at the/Web site. 




A electronic commerce system, comprisinj 
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25. A electronic commerce system as recited in claim 24, wherein the' 
second program code addresses the URL to access the configuration details. / 

26. A electronic commerce system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
second program code creates a trading partner record and automatically populates 
the trading partner record with the configuration details. / 

TJ/^ A software architecture for an electronic c^ifmierce system having 
trading partners that exchange data over a network, comprising: 

first program code stored on a computer-readable medium at a first trading 
partner, the first program code having computer^executable instructions that, when 
executed by one or more processors, collect ^configuration details associated with 
the first trading partner and publish the configuration details to a Web site; and 

second program code stored on/a computer-readable medium at a second 
trading partner, the second program trade having computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by one or mo/re processors, retrieve the configuration details 
from the Web site and automatically configure a trading relationship with the 
second trading partner using me configuration details. 

^Jjfi. In an electronic commerce trading system involving exchanges of 
commerce information over a network, a computer-readable medium at a 
computer system participating in the commerce trading system storing computer- 
executable instructions for: 

collecting configuration details associated with a trading partner that 
participates^ electronic commerce; and 
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publishing the configuration details to a Web site. 



2ft/ In an electronic commerce trading system involving exchanges of 
comnrerce information over a network, a computpi^readable medium at a 
computer system participating in the commerce truing system storing computer- 
executable instructions for: 

creating a trading partner recon|/for a potential trading partner that 
participates in electronic commerce; 

retrieving configuration dejmls associated with the potential trading partner 
from a Web site; and 

populating the trading partner record with the configuration details 
retrieved from the Wet/site. 
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